George Castrinos, leader of the Saint James Band, it would seem was destined to play guitar; destined for the life of a musician. When he was 10 years old he recalls seeing a red Gibson resting in the bedroom of his best friend’s older brother (the room was strictly off limits). “I was drawn to it, in a way I can’t even explain,” says Castrinos.  As soon as he touched the headstock of the guitar, he knew he’d discovered his passion, and he never looked back.
The Saint James Band’s songs, with their Americana folk rock and roots influences, combine intricate finger picking; slide guitar and twangy, hard-driven, electric power chords. They will remind you of Neil Young, they will remind you of Eric Clapton. They will make you think good thoughts and feel good about yourself and your life, which is exactly what Castrinos says he wants to do. 

Though Castrinos has been the lead guitarist in many bands and worked with some of the finest musicians (such as Robert Lucas and Larry Taylor of Canned Heat and Chris Robinson from the Black Crowes), the Saint James Band is the first band in which Castrinos is doing everything himself: “It’s the first band that I feel is my very own project.” 
His daughter Jade, from Edward Sharpe and the Magnetic Zeros, occasionally sings with Castrinos and it is her voice you’ll hear on the Chuck Berry cover duet of “Memphis Marie.” “I spent the early part of Jade’s teen years working with her and getting her ready for her career. And recently played slide and lead guitar on the track “Fiya Wata” from the latest Edward Sharpe album entitled, “Here.” 

Castrinos is also heavily influenced by Johnny Winter, Son House, Mississippi Fred McDowell, Mississippi John Hurt and many others, and has remained true to his musical influences throughout the years—drawing on blues, rock and roots—and his creation of the Saint James Band is testament to this fact. 

Castrinos main guitar is a 1970 Les Paul Custom Black Beauty. He also plays an early 70’s Les Paul Sunburst and a ’69 Gold Top. He uses a vintage 50-watt Marshall Lead Bass combo amp to create the distinctive sound of Americana rock. “There’s something about the Gibson Humbucker pickup and an those 60s and early 70s Marshall amps that create a classic tone. It’s a legendary sound.” 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Castrinos, who is a proponent of the power of positive thinking, has written eight uplifting tracks on Who You Are. “Everything’s Gonna Be Alright” was written after his brother David tragically died in 2007. The song is about coping with the loss. Explains Castrinos, “It was a song to him and to my mother yet it is applicable to everyone.” After David’s sudden death, Castrinos experienced a new awakening. His musical focus and passion for his craft turned into a new revelation—a new beginning. 

In early 2011, Castrinos formed the Saint James Band where tales of redemption, salvation, forgiveness, and (ultimately) love became the subjects of his songwriting—a positive outcome from the ashes of a tragic loss. 

The LP “Who You Are” coming soon.
